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SEC. 212. APPLICATION.

Except as otherwise specifically provided,
the amendments made by this title shall
apply to petitions and applications filed on
or after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

———
SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS
SENATE RESOLUTION  125—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND

IDEALS OF SOCIAL WORK MONTH
AND WORLD SOCIAL WORK DAY
ON MARCH 21, 2023

Ms. STABENOW (for herself and Ms.
SINEMA) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions:

S. RES. 125

Whereas social workers enter the profes-
sion of social work because they have a
strong desire to help empower the individ-
uals, families, and communities of the
United States to overcome issues that pre-
vent them from reaching their full potential;

Whereas, for more than a century, social
workers have improved human health and
well-being and enhanced the basic needs of
all individuals;

Whereas social workers follow a code of
ethics that calls on them to fight social in-
justice and respect the dignity and worth of
all individuals;

Whereas, each day, social workers posi-
tively touch the lives of millions of individ-
uals in the United States in an array of set-
tings, including schools, hospitals, the mili-
tary, child welfare agencies, community cen-
ters, and Federal, State, and local govern-
ments;

Whereas the 2023 Social Work Month
theme, ‘“Social Work Breaks Barriers’, em-
bodies how social workers help empower the
individuals, families, and communities of the
United States to overcome hurdles that pre-
vent them from achieving better health and
well-being;

Whereas social workers are one of the larg-
est providers of mental health, behavioral
health, and social care services in the United
States, working daily to help thousands of
individuals in the United States overcome
mental illnesses, such as depression and anx-
iety, and meet basic needs;

Whereas social workers are on the
frontlines of the addiction crisis in the
United States, helping individuals get nec-
essary treatment and prevail over substance
use disorders;

Whereas social workers help individuals
cope with death and grief;

Whereas social workers help people and
communities recover from natural disasters
that are increasingly fueled by a warming
climate, including hurricanes, drought, and
flooding;

Whereas social workers continue to help
the United States live up to its values by ad-
vocating for equal rights for all, including
people of color, people who are indigenous,
people who are LBGTQIA2S+, and people who
follow various faiths;

Whereas the social work profession is one
of the fastest growing professions in the
United States, but the workforce is still not
large enough to meet the demand;

Whereas there is a need to make a mean-
ingful investment in recruitment and reten-
tion within the social work profession;

Whereas social workers serve in all levels
of government;

Whereas social workers have continued to
push for changes that have made the United
States a better place to live, including a liv-
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able wage, improved workplace safety, and
social safety net programs that help amelio-
rate poverty, hunger, and homelessness; and

Whereas social workers endeavor to work
throughout society to meet individuals
where they are and help empower those indi-
viduals and society to reach meaningful
goals: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Social
Work Month and World Social Work Day on
March 21, 2023;

(2) recognizes with gratitude the contribu-
tions of the millions of social workers who
have advanced the health and well-being of
individuals, families, communities, and the
United States since the founding of the so-
cial work profession more than a century
ago and who continue to do so today;

(3) acknowledges the diligent efforts of the
individuals and groups who promote the im-
portance of social work and observe Social
Work Month and World Social Work Day;
and

(4) encourages individuals to engage in ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities to pro-
mote further awareness of the life-changing
role that social workers play.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 47. Mr. HOEVEN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 316, to repeal the authorizations for
use of military force against Iraq; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

SA 48. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 316, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 49. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 316, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 50. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 316, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 51. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 316, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 52. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 316, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 53. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 316, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 54. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 316, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 55. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 316, supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

——————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 47. Mr. HOEVEN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 316, to repeal the au-
thorizations for use of military force
against Iraq; which was ordered to lie
on the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

SEC. 3. SENSE OF THE SENATE ON RESPONSES

TO UNIDENTIFIED AERIAL PHE-
NOMENA.
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:
(1) The commander of the United States
Northern Command has said that the United
States faces domain awareness gaps.
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(2) Department of Defense efforts to iden-
tify and track unidentified aerial phenomena
to date have used expensive and scarce re-
sources, including fighter aircraft.

(3) Other Federal agencies, including U.S.
Customs and Border Protection, possess air-
craft and radar capabilities that could iden-
tify and track unidentified aerial phe-
nomena.

(4) Non-Federal aircraft and radar could
augment future Department of Defense ef-
forts to identify and track unidentified aer-
ial phenomena.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that—

(1) air domain awareness gaps may be
closed through better use of existing capa-
bilities within other Federal agencies and in
non-Federal entities in partnership with the
Department of Defense;

(2) the Department of Defense should re-
port to Congress on the legal authorities re-
quired to enhance cooperation with other
Federal agencies and non-Federal partners in
the identification and tracking of unidenti-
fied aerial phenomena; and

(3) the Department of Defense should de-
velop plans to partner with non-Federal enti-
ties to leverage currently available capabili-
ties, including aircraft and radar capabili-
ties, to close air domain awareness gaps and
reduce the potential threat from unidenti-
fied aerial phenomena.

SA 48. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 316, to repeal the au-
thorizations for use of military force
against Iraq; which was ordered to lie
on the table; as follows:

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘1 day’ and insert
‘2 days’.

SA 49. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 316, to repeal the au-
thorizations for use of military force
against Iraq; which was ordered to lie
on the table; as follows:

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘3 days’ and insert
‘4 days’.

SA 50. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 316, to repeal the au-
thorizations for use of military force
against Iraq; which was ordered to lie
on the table; as follows:

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘4 days’ and insert
‘b6 days’.

SA 51. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 316, to repeal the au-
thorizations for use of military force
against Iraq; which was ordered to lie
on the table; as follows:

At the end add the following:

SEC. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect on the date that
is 7 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

SA 52. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 316, to repeal the au-
thorizations for use of military force
against Iraq; which was ordered to lie
on the table; as follows:

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘7 days’ and insert
‘8 days’’.

SA 53. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
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him to the bill S. 316, to repeal the au-
thorizations for use of military force
against Iraq; which was ordered to lie
on the table; as follows:

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘2 days’’ and insert
“3 days’.

SA 54. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 316, to repeal the au-
thorizations for use of military force
against Iraq; which was ordered to lie
on the table; as follows:

At the end add the following:

SEC. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect on the date that
is 2 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

SA 55. Mr. KENNEDY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 316, to repeal the au-
thorizations for use of military force
against Iraq; which was ordered to lie
on the table; as follows:

At the end of the bill, add the following:

TITLE I—-INDEPENDENT AND OBJECTIVE

OVERSIGHT OF UKRAINIAN ASSISTANCE
SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Inde-
pendent and Objective Oversight of Ukrain-
ian Assistance Act’.

SEC. 102. PURPOSES.

The purposes of this title are—

(1) to provide for the independent and ob-
jective conduct and supervision of audits and
investigations relating to the programs and
operations funded with amounts appro-
priated or otherwise made available to
Ukraine for military, economic, and humani-
tarian aid;

(2) to provide for the independent and ob-
jective leadership and coordination of, and
recommendations concerning, policies de-
signed—

(A) to promote economic efficiency and ef-
fectiveness in the administration of the pro-
grams and operations described in paragraph
(1); and

(B) to prevent and detect waste, fraud, and
abuse in such programs and operations; and

(3) to provide for an independent and objec-
tive means of keeping the Secretary of
State, the Secretary of Defense, and the
heads of other relevant Federal agencies
fully and currently informed about—

(A) problems and deficiencies relating to
the administration of the programs and oper-
ations described in paragraph (1); and

(B) the necessity for, and the progress to-
ward implementing, corrective action re-
lated to such programs.

SEC. 103. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) AMOUNTS APPROPRIATED OR OTHERWISE
MADE AVAILABLE FOR THE MILITARY, ECO-
NOMIC, AND HUMANITARIAN AID TO UKRAINE.—
The term ‘‘amounts appropriated or other-
wise made available for the military, eco-
nomic, and humanitarian aid for Ukraine”’
means amounts appropriated or otherwise
made available for any fiscal year—

(A) for the Ukraine Security Assistance
Initiative;

(B) for Foreign Military Financing funding
for Ukraine;

(C) to the Department of State under the
heading ‘‘NONPROLIFERATION, ANTI-TER-
RORISM, DEMINING AND RELATED PROGRAMS’’;
and

(D) under titles IIT and VI of the Ukraine
Supplemental Appropriations Act (division N
of Public Law 117-103)
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(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees” means—

(A) the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate;

(C) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(D) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate;

(E) the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives;

(F) the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives;

(G) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives; and

(H) the Committee on Oversight and Re-
form of the House of Representatives.

(3) OFFICE.—The term ‘‘Office’” means the
Office of the Special Inspector General for
Ukrainian Military, Economic, and Humani-
tarian Aid established under section 104(a).

(4) SPECIAL INSPECTOR GENERAL.—The term
‘“‘Special Inspector General’’ means the Spe-
cial Inspector General for Ukrainian Mili-
tary, Economic, and Humanitarian Aid ap-
pointed pursuant to section 104(b).

SEC. 104. ESTABLISHMENT OF OFFICE OF THE
SPECIAL INSPECTOR GENERAL FOR
UKRAINIAN MILITARY, ECONOMIC,
AND HUMANITARIAN AID.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is hereby estab-
lished the Office of the Special Inspector
General for Ukrainian Military, Economic,
and Humanitarian Aid to carry out the pur-
poses set forth in section 102.

(b) APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL INSPECTOR
GENERAL.—The head of the Office shall be
the Special Inspector General for Ukrainian
Military, Economic, and Humanitarian Aid,
who shall be appointed by the President. The
first Special Inspector General shall be ap-
pointed not later than 30 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act.

(c) QUALIFICATIONS.—The appointment of
the Special Inspector General shall be made
solely on the basis of integrity and dem-
onstrated ability in accounting, auditing, fi-
nancial analysis, law, management analysis,
public administration, or investigations.

(d) COMPENSATION.—The annual rate of
basic pay of the Special Inspector General
shall be the annual rate of basic pay pro-
vided for positions at level IV of the Execu-
tive Schedule under section 5315 of title 5,
United States Code.

(e) PROHIBITION ON POLITICAL ACTIVITIES.—
For purposes of section 7324 of title 5, United
States Code, the Special Inspector General is
not an employee who determines policies to
be pursued by the United States in the na-
tionwide administration of Federal law.

(f) REMOVAL.—The Special Inspector Gen-
eral shall be removable from office in accord-
ance with section 103(b) of the Inspector Gen-
eral Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.).

SEC. 105. ASSISTANT INSPECTORS GENERAL.

The Special Inspector General, in accord-
ance with applicable laws and regulations
governing the civil service, shall appoint—

(1) an Assistant Inspector General for Au-
diting, who shall supervise the performance
of auditing activities relating to programs
and operations supported by amounts appro-
priated or otherwise made available for mili-
tary, economic, and humanitarian aid to
Ukraine; and

(2) an Assistant Inspector General for In-
vestigations, who shall supervise the per-
formance of investigative activities relating
to the programs and operations described in
paragraph (1).

SEC. 106. SUPERVISION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subsection (b), the Special Inspector General
shall report directly to, and be under the
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general supervision of, the Secretary of
State and the Secretary of Defense.

(b) INDEPENDENCE TO CONDUCT INVESTIGA-
TIONS AND AUDITS.—No officer of the Depart-
ment of Defense, the Department of State,
the United States Agency for International
Development, or any other relevant Federal
agency may prevent or prohibit the Special
Inspector General from—

(1) initiating, carrying out, or completing
any audit or investigation related to
amounts appropriated or otherwise made
available for the military, economic, and hu-
manitarian aid to Ukraine; or

(2) issuing any subpoena during the course
of any such audit or investigation.

SEC. 107. DUTIES.

(a) OVERSIGHT OF MILITARY, ECONOMIC, AND
HUMANITARIAN AID TO UKRAINE PROVIDED
AFTER FEBRUARY 24, 2022.—The Special In-
spector General shall conduct, supervise, and
coordinate audits and investigations of the
treatment, handling, and expenditure of
amounts appropriated or otherwise made
available for military, economic, and hu-
manitarian aid to Ukraine, and of the pro-
grams, operations, and contracts carried out
utilizing such funds, including—

(1) the oversight and accounting of the ob-
ligation and expenditure of such funds;

(2) the monitoring and review of recon-
struction activities funded by such funds;

(3) the monitoring and review of contracts
funded by such funds;

(4) the monitoring and review of the trans-
fer of such funds and associated information
between and among departments, agencies,
and entities of the United States and private
and nongovernmental entities;

(56) the maintenance of records regarding
the use of such funds to facilitate future au-
dits and investigations of the use of such
funds;

(6) the monitoring and review of the effec-
tiveness of United States coordination with
the Government of Ukraine, major recipients
of Ukrainian refugees, partners in the re-
gion, and other donor countries;

(7) the investigation of overpayments (such
as duplicate payments or duplicate billing)
and any potential unethical or illegal ac-
tions of Federal employees, contractors, or
affiliated entities; and

(8) the referral of reports compiled as a re-
sult of such investigations, as necessary, to
the Department of Justice to ensure further
investigations, prosecutions, recovery of
funds, or other remedies.

(b) OTHER DUTIES RELATED TO OVERSIGHT.—
The Special Inspector General shall estab-
lish, maintain, and oversee such systems,
procedures, and controls as the Special In-
spector General considers appropriate to dis-
charge the duties described in subsection (a).

(c) CONSULTATION.—The Special Inspector
General shall consult with the appropriate
congressional committees before engaging in
auditing activities outside of Ukraine.

(d) DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES UNDER IN-
SPECTOR GENERAL ACT OF 1978.—In addition
to the duties specified in subsections (a) and
(b), the Special Inspector General shall have
the duties and responsibilities of inspectors
general under the Inspector General Act of
1978 (5 U.S.C. App.).

(e) COORDINATION OF EFFORTS.—In carrying
out the duties, responsibilities, and authori-
ties of the Special Inspector General under
this Act, the Special Inspector General shall
coordinate with, and receive cooperation
from—

(1) the Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Defense;

(2) the Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of State;

(3) the Inspector General of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment; and
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(4) the Inspector General of any other rel-
evant Federal agency.

SEC. 108. POWERS AND AUTHORITIES.

(a) AUTHORITIES UNDER CHAPTER 4 OF PART
I OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), in carrying out the duties
specified in section 107, the Special Inspector
General shall have the authorities provided
under section s406 of title 5, United States
Code.

(2) LIMITATION.—The Special Inspector
General is not authorized to audit or inves-
tigate the intelligence community (as de-
fined in section 3 of the National Security
Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003).

(b) AUDIT STANDARDS.—The Special Inspec-
tor General shall carry out the duties speci-
fied in section 107(a) in accordance with the
standards and guidelines set forth in section
404(b)(1) of title 5, United States Code.

(¢) EXPEDITED HIRING AUTHORITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Special Inspector General may exercise
any authority provided to the head of a tem-
porary organization under section 3161 of
title 5, United States Code, without regard
to whether the Office qualifies as a tem-
porary organization under subsection (a) of
that section.

(2) LIMITATIONS.—With respect to the exer-
cise of authority under subsection (b) of sec-
tion 3161 of title 5, United States Code, as au-
thorized under paragraph (1)—

(A) the Special Inspector General may not
make any appointment under that sub-
section on or after the later of—

(i) the date that is 180 days after the date
of enactment of this Act; or

(ii) the date that is 180 days after the date
on which the Special Inspector General is
confirmed by the Senate;

(B) paragraph (2) of that subsection (relat-
ing to periods of appointments) shall not
apply; and

(C) no period of an appointment made
under that subsection may extend after the
date on which the Office terminates pursu-
ant to section 113.

(3) REEMPLOYMENT OF ANNUITANTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), if an annuitant receiving an annuity
from the Civil Service Retirement and Dis-
ability Fund becomes employed in a position
in the Office—

(i) the annuity of that annuitant shall con-
tinue; and

(ii) such reemployed annuitant shall not be
considered to be an employee for the pur-
poses of chapter 83 or 84 of title 5, United
States Code.

(B) LIMITATIONS.—Subparagraph (A) shall
apply to—

(i) not more than 25 employees of the Of-
fice at any particular time, as designated by
the Special Inspector General; and

(ii) pay periods beginning after the date of
enactment of this Act.

SEC. 109. PERSONNEL, FACILITIES, AND OTHER
RESOURCES.

(a) PERSONNEL.—The Special Inspector
General may select, appoint, and employ
such officers and employees as may be nec-
essary for carrying out the duties of the Spe-
cial Inspector General, subject to the provi-
sions of—

(1) chapter 33 of title 5, United States Code,
governing appointments in the competitive
service; and

(2) chapter 51 and subchapter IIT of chapter
53 of such title, relating to classification and
General Schedule pay rates.

(b) EMPLOYMENT OF EXPERTS AND CONSULT-
ANTS.—The Special Inspector General may
obtain the services of experts and consult-
ants in accordance with section 3109 of title
5, United States Code, at daily rates not to
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exceed the equivalent rate prescribed for
grade GS-15 of the General Schedule under
section 5332 of such title.

(c) CONTRACTING AUTHORITY.—To the ex-
tent and in such amounts as may be provided
in advance by appropriations Acts, the Spe-
cial Inspector General may—

(1) enter into contracts and other arrange-
ments for audits, studies, analyses, and
other services with public agencies and with
private persons; and

(2) make such payments as may be nec-
essary to carry out the duties of the Special
Inspector General.

(d) RESOURCES.—The Secretary of State or
the Secretary of Defense, as appropriate,
shall provide the Special Inspector General
with—

(1) appropriate and adequate office space at
appropriate locations of the Department of
State or the Department of Defense, as ap-
propriate, in Ukraine or in European partner
countries;

(2) such equipment, office supplies, and
communications facilities and services as
may be necessary for the operation of such
offices; and

(3) necessary maintenance services for such
offices and the equipment and facilities lo-
cated in such offices.

(e) ASSISTANCE FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon request of the Spe-
cial Inspector General for information or as-
sistance from any department, agency, or
other entity of the Federal Government, the
head of such entity shall, to the extent prac-
ticable and not in contravention of any ex-
isting law, furnish such information or as-
sistance to the Special Inspector General or
an authorized designee.

(2) REPORTING OF REFUSED ASSISTANCE.—
Whenever information or assistance re-
quested by the Special Inspector General is,
in the judgment of the Special Inspector
General, unreasonably refused or not pro-
vided, the Special Inspector General shall
immediately report the circumstances to—

(A) the Secretary of State or the Secretary
of Defense, as appropriate; and

(B) the appropriate congressional commit-
tees.

SEC. 110. REPORTS.

(a) QUARTERLY REPORTS.—Not later than 30
days after the end of each quarter of each fis-
cal year, the Special Inspector General shall
submit a report to the appropriate congres-
sional committees, the Secretary of State,
and the Secretary of Defense that—

(1) summarizes, for the applicable quarter,
and to the extent possible, for the period
from the end of such quarter to the date on
which the report is submitted, the activities
during such period of the Special Inspector
General and the activities under programs
and operations funded with amounts appro-
priated or otherwise made available for mili-
tary, economic, and humanitarian aid to
Ukraine; and

(2) includes, for applicable quarter, a de-
tailed statement of all obligations, expendi-
tures, and revenues associated with military,
economic, and humanitarian activities in
Ukraine, including—

(A) obligations and expenditures of appro-
priated funds;

(B) a project-by-project and program-by-
program accounting of the costs incurred to
date for military, economic, and humani-
tarian aid to Ukraine, including an estimate
of the costs to be incurred by the Depart-
ment of Defense, the Department of State,
the United States Agency for International
Development, and other relevant Federal
agencies to complete each project and each
program;

(C) revenues attributable to, or consisting
of, funds provided by foreign nations or
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international organizations to programs and
projects funded by any Federal department
or agency and any obligations or expendi-
tures of such revenues;

(D) revenues attributable to, or consisting
of, foreign assets seized or frozen that con-
tribute to programs and projects funded by
any Federal department or agency and any
obligations or expenditures of such revenues;

(E) operating expenses of entities receiving
amounts appropriated or otherwise made
available for military, economic, and hu-
manitarian aid to Ukraine; and

(F) for any contract, grant, agreement, or
other funding mechanism described in sub-
section (b)—

(i) the dollar amount of the contract,
grant, agreement, or other funding mecha-
nism;

(ii) a brief discussion of the scope of the
contract, grant, agreement, or other funding
mechanism;

(iii) a discussion of how the Federal depart-
ment or agency involved in the contract,
grant, agreement, or other funding mecha-
nism identified, and solicited offers from, po-
tential individuals or entities to perform the
contract, grant, agreement, or other funding
mechanism, including a list of the potential
individuals or entities that were issued so-
licitations for the offers; and

(iv) the justification and approval docu-
ments on which the determination to use
procedures other than procedures that pro-
vide for full and open competition was based.

(b) COVERED CONTRACTS, GRANTS, AGREE-
MENTS, AND FUNDING MECHANISMS.—A con-
tract, grant, agreement, or other funding
mechanism described in this subsection is
any major contract, grant, agreement, or
other funding mechanism that is entered
into by any Federal department or agency
that involves the use of amounts appro-
priated or otherwise made available for the
military, economic, or humanitarian aid to
Ukraine with any public or private sector en-
tity—

(1) to build or rebuild the physical infra-
structure of Ukraine;

(2) to establish or reestablish a political or
societal institution of Ukraine;

(3) to provide products or services to the
people of Ukraine; or

(4) to provide security assistance to
Ukraine.

(c) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Special In-
spector General shall publish each report
submitted pursuant to subsection (a) on a
publicly available internet website in
English, Ukrainian, and Russian.

(d) ForM.—Each report required under sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annex if
the Special Inspector General determines
that a classified annex is necessary.

(e) SUBMISSION OF COMMENTS TO CON-
GRESS.—During the 30-day period beginning
on the date a report is received pursuant to
subsection (a), the Secretary of State and
the Secretary of Defense may submit com-
ments to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees, in unclassified form, regarding any
matters covered by the report that the Sec-
retary of State or the Secretary of Defense
considers appropriate. Such comments may
include a classified annex if the Secretary of
State or the Secretary of Defense considers
such annex to be necessary.

(f) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section may be construed to authorize the
public disclosure of information that is—

(1) specifically prohibited from disclosure
by any other provision of law;

(2) specifically required by Executive order
to be protected from disclosure in the inter-
est of defense or national security or in the
conduct of foreign affairs; or

(3) a part of an ongoing criminal investiga-
tion.
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SEC. 111. TRANSPARENCY.

(a) REPORT.—Except as provided in sub-
section (c), not later than 60 days after re-
ceiving a report pursuant to section 110(a),
the Secretary of State and the Secretary of
Defense shall jointly make copies of the re-
port available to the public upon request and
at a reasonable cost.

(b) COMMENTS.—Except as provided in sub-
section (c), not later than 60 days after sub-
mitting comments pursuant to section 110(e),
the Secretary of State and the Secretary of
Defense shall jointly make copies of such
comments available to the public upon re-
quest and at a reasonable cost.

(c) WAIVER.—

(1) AUTHORITY.—The President may waive
the requirement under subsection (a) or (b)
with respect to availability to the public of
any element in a report submitted pursuant
to section 110(a) or any comments submitted
pursuant to section 110(e) if the President de-
termines that such waiver is justified for na-
tional security reasons.

(2) NOTICE OF WAIVER.—The President shall
publish a notice of each waiver made under
paragraph (1) in the Federal Register not
later than the date of the submission to the
appropriate congressional committees of a
report required under section 110(a) or any
comments submitted pursuant to section
110(e). Each such report and comments shall
specify whether a waiver was made pursuant
to paragraph (1) and which elements in the
report or the comments were affected by
such waiver.

SEC. 112. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be
appropriated $20,000,000 for fiscal year 2024 to
carry out this Act.

(b) RESCISSION.—Of the amount appro-
priated under the heading ‘‘ASSISTANCE FOR
EUROPE, EURASIA, AND CENTRAL ASIA” in title
III of the Department of State, Foreign Oper-
ations, and Related Programs Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (division K of Public Law 117—
328), $20,000,000 is rescinded.

SEC. 113. TERMINATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Office shall termi-
nate on the day that is 180 days after the
date on which amounts appropriated or oth-
erwise made available for the reconstruction
of Ukraine that are unexpended are less than
$250,000,000.

(b) FINAL REPORT.—Before the termination
date referred to in subsection (a), the Special
Inspector General shall prepare and submit
to the appropriate congressional committees
a final forensic audit report on programs and
operations funded with amounts appro-
priated or otherwise made available for the
military, economic, and humanitarian aid to
Ukraine.

———

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 28,
2023

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, fi-
nally, I ask unanimous consent that
when the Senate completes its business
today, it stand adjourned until 10 a.m.
on Tuesday, March 28; that following
the prayer and pledge, the morning
hour be deemed expired, the Journal of
proceedings be approved to date, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, and morning
business be closed; that following the
conclusion of morning business, the
Senate resume consideration of cal-
endar No. 25, S. 316 postcloture; fur-
ther, that at 11:30 a.m., the Senate vote
in relation to the Johnson amendment
No. 11 and Ricketts amendment No. 30;
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that the Senate recess following the
Ricketts vote until 2:15 p.m. to allow
for the weekly caucus meetings; fur-
ther, that at 2:30 p.m., the Senate vote
in relation to the Cruz amendment No.
9 and Sullivan amendment No. 33, that
at 5:15 p.m. the Senate vote in relation
to the Scott of Florida amendment No.
13 and Hawley amendment No. 40; fi-
nally, that all previous provisions in
relation to the amendment votes re-
main in effect, and with two minutes
for debate, equally divided, prior to
each vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. If there is no fur-
ther business to come before the Sen-
ate, I ask that it stand adjourned under
the previous order, following the re-
marks of Senators CASSIDY, RUBIO,
SULLIVAN, and BROWN.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.

NOMINATION OF JULIE A. SU

Mr. CASSIDY. Mr. President, last
Tuesday, President Biden formally
nominated Julie Su to be the Secretary
of the Department of Labor. Now, as
ranking member of the committee that
oversees her nomination, I felt it was
important to express some concerns
that have only grown since her pre-
vious nomination.

Deputy Secretary Su has a troubling
record and is currently overseeing the
Department of Labor’s development of
anti-worker regulations dismantling
the gig economy.

This does not inspire confidence in
her current position, let alone con-
fidence that she should be promoted.
Ms. Su’s record now and in her pre-
vious position as secretary for the Cali-
fornia Labor and Workforce Develop-
ment Agency deserves scrutiny. I look
forward to a full review and hearing
process for her nomination.

In California, Ms. Su was a top archi-
tect of ABbH, a controversial law that
removed the flexibility of individuals
to work as independent contractors.

Now, independent contractors, you
can call them freelancers. They make
their own hours, and they choose the
type of work they wish to do. I was re-
cently taking a Lyft. The driver told
me he was able to clear $500 a day. He
has Uber, Lyft, and DoorDash on his
phone. He flips between the apps, he
chooses the job from whichever one is
immediately available, and through it
all, he clears 500 bucks a day. I said,
wait a second, man, you gotta pay your
gas, you gotta pay your insurance; are
you still—Oh, yeah, I clear 500 a day.

Now, if he is working five days a
week, he is doing $10,000 a month. Inde-
pendent contractors are shielded from
forced or coerced unionization that
could strip that flexibility away. This,
of course, has made eliminating this
classification a top priority for large
labor unions who benefit from more
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workers being forced to pay mandatory
union dues.

Now, it is important to note, even in
California, ABb5 is extremely unpopu-
lar. And 59 percent of California voters
supported a measure to exempt ride-
share drivers from ABS5.

The law is so flawed, the Governor
and State legislature have had to pass
multiple laws to exempt over 100 occu-
pations. The statutory exemptions are
longer than the text of ABb5 itself.

But Ms. Su has taken her support for
this anti-worker, pro-union policy to
the U.S. Department of Labor. During
her tenure as Deputy Secretary of
Labor, essentially the Agency’s chief
operating officer, the Biden adminis-
tration pushed to eliminate inde-
pendent contracting via Federal Execu-
tive rulemaking.

Now, there was never any hope of
getting AB 5—an AB 5-like law through
Congress, so they pursued their goals
through regulation.

And, if finalized, the new regulation
strips 21 million Americans of their
ability to classify themselves as inde-
pendent contractors and enjoy the
flexibility this provides.

This regulation would undermine the
business model of services like Uber,
Lyft, and DoorDash that provide valu-
able services and give drivers the abil-
ity and freedom to set their own hours
and even hop between States.

I got off at the airport in New Orle-
ans, Louis Armstrong International
Airport, and the guy that picks me up
has Maryland plates: Oh, yeah, I moved
here like six months ago, wanted to
come down for jazz fest, and so I just
notified the different—you know, Uber
and Lyft, and now I am down here
working instead of back where I start-
ed.

We are talking maximum flexibility.
By the way, it is not just the Uber and
Lyft drivers affected; truckers are se-
verely impacted.

Many truckers are independent
owner-operators. They own their own
trucks. This regulation could devastate
the freedom of these truckers. It could
potentially impact the supply chain in
the process, as trucking moves more
than 72 percent of the goods in the
United States annually.

Now, as a conservative from a con-
servative State—but I think as an
American from any State—I can say
that we don’t need the application of a
law from one of the most liberal States
to the entire Nation.

A law rejected in California is not a
policy to be pursued on a Federal level.
We need to support the right of work-
ers and their ability to choose what is
best for them, not put them in a strait-
jacket to serve other people’s goals.

I also want to hear Ms. Su’s position
on DOL’s effort to uproot the franchise
model, which employs over 8 million
Americans. Deputy Secretary Su has
made public comments indicating that
she will pursue attempts at DOL to
forcibly impose a joint employer classi-
fication on the almost 800,000 fran-
chises operating in our communities,
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